2017-18 BSP#5 Group Time Discussion
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What specifically are the 5 privileges of the Christian life that the author lists in Heb
6:4? (a) Christians are those “who have once been enlightened” — This refers to the
sacrament of [??]. (b) Christians have “tasted the heavenly gift” — This refers to the
sacrament of [??]. (c) Christians have “shared in the Holy Spirit” — This refers to the
sacrament of [??]. (d) Christians have “tasted the good word of God” — What is “the
good word of God” specifically revealed to the Christians? Answer: The [??] of
Christ. (e) Christians have tasted “the powers of the age to come” — What are “the
powers of the age to come” according to Heb 2:4?
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In 6:10, the author refers to the “work and the love” that his audience “have

demonstrated for his name by having served and continuing to serve the holy ones.”
What are some of these works that he is referring to? (Hint: Read 10:33-34, 13:2.)
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As suggested in Hebrews 6:4-5, authentic Christian experience is a tasting of the
divine realities given to us in the liturgy, the sacraments, prayer, and daily life. While
discussing the importance of spiritual experience, St. Bernard of Clairvaux urged,
“Let those without experience [of God] burn with desire so that they will not so much
know as experience” (Sermons on the Song of Songs 1.11). Share with your group
how you experience God’s presence in your personal spiritual life and whether such
experiences are helpful in strengthening your relationship with God. People often
warn against the danger of seeking spiritual experience — experience taken in a
subjective, individualistic sense, as in seeking for a spiritual high. What do you say to
this kind of warning?
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